THE NEGRO BUSINESS MAN

of the National League held in New York in 1910 he was
pursued by cameramen and interviewers for days and
weeks and his story was spread all over the United States.
At the Chicago meeting of 1912 Watt Terry, a modest
and even shrinking colored man of Brockton, Mass.,
unfolded a remarkable story of success in spite of the
hardest and must untoward circumstances. So unbe-
lievable seemed this man's story that the Executive Com-
mittee took up with him personally the facts of his re-
cital, and later the Secretary of the League, in response
to a demand, had to vouch for his statements in open
meeting. To clinch the matter still further Mr. Wash-
ington wrote to the Secretary of the Young Men's Chris-
tian Association in Brockton, who replied that Terry's
story had, if anything, been understated-rather than
overstated. Booker Washington himself told Watt Terry's
story in the pages of the Independent for March 27, 1913.
Here it is: " . . . Mr. Terry is a modest-appearing
young man about thirty years of age. When he landed
at Brockton some twelve years ago he had, according to
his own story, a capital of just twelve cents. He found
work at first as a coachman. After a time he obtained
what he thought was a better position as janitor in the
Young Men's Christian Association Building. Some of
the members of the association succeeded in getting him a
position as a railway porter.

"'Somehow or other,' said Terry, 'I did not care for
that sort of work, and after a few months gave it up., I
made up my mind that I would rather work at a trade, and
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